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settled nothing. The British Ministers were anxious to place
no obstacles in the way of Germany's return to the Leagues
but the Conference itself—which was called together to con-
sider the consequences of Germany's treaty repudiations—
was hardly a contribution to that end. We offered moral
support for the Eastern Pact and for Austrian independence.
We were loyal to Locarno, and we were willing to enter an
air convention. It was, in fact, the declaration of 3rd Feb-
ruary with the corners knocked off. But in one particular
respect it was suspect.
There was a general impression that Messrs. Mussolini,
Flandin, Laval, MacDonald, and Simon could not have spent
so many hours in guarded discussion unless there was some-
thing more to it all than the mere communique. Among the
Foreign Office staff in attendance wa.s an expert on Abys-
sinian affairs. Was he asked to Stresa just to enjoy the
scenery, or were his services invoked to clarify what was al-
ready an obscure controversy and what threatened to be an
irritating diplomatic sideshow?
When Simon returned he was at once questioned in Parlia-
ment, and did his best to silence criticism with a sprightly
half-truth. * The Italo-Ethiopian dispute was never on the
agenda of the Stresa Conference, and the subject was not
discussed there,' was his reply. He added that informal con-
versations took place between British and Italian officials on
the grazing rights of nomadic British Somali tribes. When
Hoare succeeded to the Foreign Office he reiterated Simon's
assertion on ist August, only to modify it on 22nd October.
The next day Eden tried to clear up this vital and perhaps
deliberate confusion. Reports were current that Mussolini
had been willing to raise the whole question of Stresa, and
the Parliamentary Opposition was able to make much of the
point that, if the British delegates deliberately refrained from
mentioning it, Mussolini might well have grounds for believ-
ing that we were in the circumstances condoning his aggres-
sion by our silence.
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